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A Great Start

 Much of this month will be spent working the routines and expectations of the PreK setting. We will also do baseline assessments. While this time of year is always a bit crazy, it is crucial to the success of the rest of the year, as the children learn to SOMEWHAT peacefully coexist with a room full of other lively preschoolers! :+)
Curriuclum Topics

Our first ELA unit will last a few months and will be called “All About Me” (body parts, senses, emotions, human growth cycle, health & hygiene, living/not living, etc).  This will coincide with our Letter People Literacy program, focusing on Nn & Pp. Our math focus will begin with observing & explaining similarities and differences, matching, categorizing and sorting. We will also begin exploring “answering how many questions” in various forms for numerals 1-3.
See Saw App

This app is the main way we communicate reminders and check in with parents. We also share photos/ short videos of your child’s activities. This encourages student engagement and learning, increasing conversations between parents and students about school activities. It is critical that you sign up if you have any options for doing so. 
If you signed up last year in 3PK you should still be connected and should not need to do anything. (let me know if you run into trouble and I’ll track down help!).

Everyone else, please find the QR code page (non QR directions too) in your child’s folder that allows you to connect with the portfolio that is specific to your student. There are directions for adding your PreK student to your existing account if you have one for an older child. If it makes it easier, I can also send an email invite to assist you in joining from a computer or a smart phone.  Just let me know and provide your email. 
MEALS

    Each child will be provided a free meal as soon as they get to school (AM class- breakfast; PM class- lunch). If you prefer to send a packed meal for your child, you may do so. It is helpful if you let us know if this is your intent, as we don’t always get backpacks checked before kids start eating. 

Any allergies you indicated on your application should be honored, but we’d love it if you could alert us to the fact so we can be a second assurance and can know what to watch for. This also allows us to plan alternatives with you when we have people bring in birthday snacks and when we prepare food at school as part of our curriculum. 

Monarch eggs & caterpillars
In the Discovery Center at the beginning of school we typically enjoy learning about the life cycle of the monarch butterfly. If you find an extra caterpillar/egg  (& milkweed!) you would like to give us we would love to watch it develop.  
Book Orders

Each month you will receive a bundle of book orders. If you would like to order you may order online and pay by credit card. Our class code is GL6CTH. If you choose “ship to home” if will charge shipping. Shipping to school is free & will be sent home in your child’s backpack. If you prefer, you may fill out the book order forms, add all of them together and write one check to Scholastic Book Club. If you pay with cash, it will need to be exact change (I will not be able to make change). The monthly calendars will let you know when the orders are due. 
Sign Language


We will be learning some sign language as part of our PreK experience. It will be incorporated into our daily routines & schedules. We will try to share signs we have learned in see saw messages or PK Days throughout the year. 

BIRTHDAY INFO
It is not necessary to send a birthday snack (we celebrate in other ways) but if you want to send one, please check in with us ahead of time so we can plan time & avoid conflicts. 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS:

Sept. 1 – Abigail J

Sept 17 – Quinn

Sept 22 - Everet

Sept 25 - Maverick
LETTER PEOPLE

As part of our ELA curriculum, we will be incorporating Let’s Begin with the Letter People from Abrams & Co, Publisher (an oldie but goodie!). Throughout the year we will be meeting 26 letter people as they teach us letter sounds & recognition. Each letter person has a very unique characteristic which highlights his/her letter sound. Science & social studies themes will be incorporated.  We also use Common Core lessons/themes and the Heggerty phonemic awareness curriculum. Our years of experience have provided opportunity to find the best ways to use and augment these resources. 
 Please keep the letter people puppets and songs that are sent home at the beginning of each letter. Your child will benefit greatly by reviewing with them. This month we meet N, P & A. 
Meet Mr. N:  Our first letter person is Mr. N with his noisy nose. He loves to make noise but is learning to use his inside voice (just like our preschoolers!). His tap dance style music features his noisy nose (“ninny, nanny, nonny”) Mr. N introduces us to the All About Me unit and a study of names.
Meet Ms. P:    Ms. P has pointy patches all over her body. Her song style is definitely country!  As we study with Ms. P we will be learning about our body parts and movements. 
POCKET DAY – SEPT 21st (Thurs) Have your child wear as many pockets as you can. We will be counting pockets. You will also hide one small item in your child’s pocket and provide clues to share with peers. We will send a reminder with a “clue form” before that day.

BEAR BUDDY/ BODY PARTS FUN!
SEPT 22nd (Friday)
Everyone should bring their favorite stuffed bear (or other stuffed animal if you don’t have a bear). Be sure they have names on them. We will be playing games and doing musical activities to learn listening skills and body parts.

Meet Ms A:  Ms. A sneezes when she is happy (“A’choo!) and she is a happy person so pass the tissues! Ms. A is a “Letter Light” (vowel). She lights the way to making words. Ms. A’s jazz style song features a lot of happy sneezing. She teaches us about feelings during her unit.
Sept. 27. Bring 2 -3 apples to school for APPLE FUN the rest of the week. (we will need someone to bring yellows & greens for taste testing)

Clothing Reminder!

   Please remember that we do TONS of messy activities as well as lots of jumping and exercising. Please wear clothing that washes well, and allows comfortable and safe movement. (safe shoes!)
   Also, UPK students should be independent in the bathroom. Please choose clothing that is easy to pull up and down to encourage this independence! 
Sign Language


We will be learning some sign language as part of our PreK experience. It will be incorporated into our daily routines & schedules. We will try to share signs we have learned in see saw messages or PK Days throughout the year. 
IMPORTANT INFO!!

BUS CHANGES & NOTES:

All notes should be written in or attached to the agenda/ communication log with clip, tape or staple. Separate notes stuffed in random pockets tend to get missed when we are checking backpacks; we do not rummage through all the smaller pockets on backpacks! 

Dates to remember

Sept. 15
 Book Orders Due
Sept. 21   Pocket Day (wear lots of pockets; hide a small secret item in one pocket

Sept. 22  Bear Buddy Body Parts 

        Fun (bring a teddy)     

Oct 6 – School Pictures
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